
SUCCESSFUL LAUNCHING

M Anrtart.
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Only Yard Officials and Small Party
Of Guest* Witnessed the Event-

Vessel Is Nearer Completion Thsn

Any Ship Ever Launched Here.

Another successful launching UH»k
plsc* at the plant of the Newport
News Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Com
paay at 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon
when the small steel cuhle-laying

I -steamer Joseph Henry was put over

board from the ways on the south
«Mo of ship trestle No. 2 The launch¬
ing was a very quiet affair, being
witnessed by only n few of the .ship¬
yard officials, one or two government
Inspectors and a small party of In
"vitcd guests.
The new craft was christened bv

Miss Lilian May tloag, du ugh!er of
United States inspector Dong, who
is superintending the construction ot
the Henry.
The Joseph Henry is near' r com¬

pletion than aSiy steamer ever

launched nt this yard. Mm- boilers,
smokeatack and must., are In place
end part of the machinery is on

beard. The main engines have yet
to bo Installed on^ the ship, and It is
estimated that it will require about
aix wieks. or two iiiontbs. to com

plete the ship.
The new vessel U Hin feet long

od deck, 3S feet broad und 17 feet
deep amid ships. She will he pro
pelted by two twln-ecrew, triple-ex-
paaslon 'engines and there will be
two rudders. The designed sea

speed of 13 statute miles an hour.
This craft Is building for the war

department and will be us«d In cable
and mine laying along the AUantic
coast ports.

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF
TUB RAILWAY CHANGES]

Ford Is Superintendent of Termi¬
nals, and Mr. Parker la Gen¬

eral Agent, Effective To¬
morrow.

Official notice of railway changes
announced in this paper yesterday
morning Were received yesterday.
The circulars were as follows:

CIRCULAR.
Richmond. Dec. 28.

Mr. E I. Ford is hereby appointed
superintendent of terminals at New¬
port News, Va., in charge of all op¬
erations except those that are as¬

signed to the general agent. The
office of trainmaster of terminals Is
Sdilshed. Effective January 1. 1809.

J. W. KNAPP.
General Superintendent,

Approved:
. C. E. d)OYLE.

General Manager.
CIRCULAR.

Richmond, Dec. 28.
. H. E Parker is hereby ap¬

pointed general agent at Newport
New Va.. and will have supervis¬
ion of exports. Imports, coastwise
merchandise 1 usiness. and will per¬
form such other duties as may he|
aaaigned to him by the general man

eger.
C E. DOYLE.

General Manager.
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EMANCIPATION CELEBRATION

Negress of the City Have Arranged*
for Parads and Exercises.

Elaborate «rrangeroonts have been
%sE§0 by the Emancipation Ass.->cia-
ttda, compose.I of leading negroes of

"l city, for celebrstfng emancipation [
e^jsnmorrow according to custom,

parade will form on Jefferson
>f>t 12:30 p. ro.. and the line of
will include all of the princi-

;'Streets.
the evening, a mnslcsl and lit
program will be rendered at
L Paal A. M E. church on

ty-thfrd street, of which Rev.
L'lr*. Sydes Is pastor. Special music

r be furnished by the church choir,
there win be selections bv the

XJoeTty BeR and Golden Gate quar-
taSa. J. S. Lee, of colored public
saftet No 1. will be the orator of]
fee occasion.
Oosspan Ies from Portsmouth. Nor-1
mt sttd Suffolk will come or. r to

te In the parade.
NOTOM RIFLES' SCHOOL.

(sTj* l^tWVMkttOfi to DC I f>-

after Jaaaery ll. the ac
schont of the

win be hetd every
at the company ar-

batldlng The
by Col. su¬

et (Be Wyoming National
s^hrat IJenteonnt Huppert.
e

to he
Btswioned

C and aft of the

I Social-Personal
Mr. aud Mrs. James l.on? Street

¦ have announced the engagement of
I* their sister. ,\fvss Nancy Wakefleld
Parker, to Mr. Joseph Herbert Cook,
the wedding to take place at St.
Paul's. Episcopal church un the even¬

ing of January SO. The announce¬

ment will be of especial Interest In

this city and throughout this section
of the State

Miss Parker Is the daughter of the
late Mr. aud Mrs. Henry K. Parker,
of Srulthfleld, end since 'the death ot
her parents has spent a great deal

of time In this city with her ulster.
Mrs. Street She I* a favorite in
social circles and has many friends.

Mr. Cook Is teller of Schmelz
Kros., bank and has made his home
here for several years. He is a son

of Mr. and Mrs. John N. Cookc, ot

City Point.

Dr. and Mrs. A. t\ Jones and rSflsa
Adaie New will entertain at bridgej
whist this eveaing, the guests being
Invited to watch the old year out. |

Mlsa Phyllis Edwards Is vialtlug
friends in New York city.

Miss Stone, of Lvnchburg, Is the
guest of her sister. Mrs. It 1). Vel-i

ilnes. 109 Twenty-sixth street.

Miss Marie Turner is \lslttng|
friends In Hichmoud.

Dr. Will lain Husk in- is confined toj
his. home by sickness.

Mr. K. W. Proffltt, who Tell through
tne elevator shafi nt Swift's packing]
house a few weeks ago. and sustain¬
ed severe injuries. Is Improving.

Misses Rountree and Lucy|
Anderson. «>i Richmond, an the
guests of MIsh Isabell Richardson,
on Chestnut avenue.

Mrs. M. E. Ferguson and daughter
Lillian, have returned (rom a visit|
to Wilmington. Del.

Mrs. U. R. McNeill and daughter]
Virginia, of Baltimore, are visiting |
relatives In the city.

Misses Etta Sinclair and Fannie |
Collier of Hampton, left yesterday
for llaltlmore. where they will visit
friends.

Miss Mary Ainster of Richmond. 1»

vls'tlng Mr. and Mrs. 1. Lipman ofj
this city.

Mrs. John N. Martin returned yes
terday afternoon from Richmond,
where she has been visiting relatives
She was accompanied home by her
sister. Miss Margaret A. Neal, who
will bo her guest here.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Fruley
have gone to Philadelphia to visit
relatives.

Miss fieri rude Shepperd. of Lee
Hall, is visiting friends in this city.

Mr. Rex R. Floury returned yester-j
day to Trenton. N. J., after visiting]
his parents, Mr. aud Mrs. H. J
Floury.

QUIET HOME WEDDING.

.Mias Maude Puoh and Mr. W. P.
Wash are Bride and Groom.

Miss Maude Clayton Pugh and Mr.

W. P. Wash were married last nigh;
at 7:30 o'clock at the residence or

Mr. and Mrs. M. W. Gsyle. 124
Thirty-second street. The ceremony-
was performed by Rev. E. T. Well-
ford In the presence of a small party
of relatives and Intimate frienJs.

After the ceremony the bride and
groom boarded the Old Dominion
steamer for Richmond on their honey¬
moon. The, will make a tour of
Northern cities before returning to

this city to make their home.
Mi's Pugh. who has msde her

home here since girlhood, is a sinter
of Mersrs L E. Pwrh and C 0.|
Pugh. .Mr. Wash has lived in tbej
city for a nutubcr of years, and t*|
lrcal representative of a heating sys
tern company.

Watch Night Service.
A "Watch Night/' service will h-

hem at Trinity Method is- church th:s

eveniag beginning at B) o'clock. The
public Is ha vited to attend

MESSINA IS A MASS
OF FIRE-SWEPT RUINS

(Cntinurd from First Page).

'which is halU-d as a token of love
from a »Istt r hi ate.
The minister of marine tonight re¬

ceived word that the steamships Ta-
ormlna and Caiupunla laden with
46.000 beds and a large supply of pro
visions had left Genoa hound for Mes¬
sing. Other steamers, also bountiful¬
ly stocked ate on their way to the
Stricken cities from various ports
The despatching from the stricken

sone say that a large army woild
be requ'red to cope with even the
pressing needs of ihe unfortunate
people who are roaming about half
clad and starving, some of them
Bragging articles of clothing from
the smouldering ruins to protect
themselves from tile piercing winds

Terrible suffering Is Inevitable he-1
fore the much needed relief stores

can arrive
Laie despatches state that the city

of palmi contains 1,600 dead and
twice as many injund. Two thirds
of the town was laid to waste

Horrors Unspeakable.
NAFLBB. Dec, 30..Time only <<>;

firms the unspeakable honors of the
earthquake. History will perhaps
not divulge its supreinest individual
tragedies, for ? artli and sea ruth-1
lessly cla'med thousands of human
beings, and the flames mercilessly
completed the unfinished devastation.

Naples, vibrant with the memory
of Vesuvius, is prostrated anew at,

the misery and woe from H?s»lna
confided to her care. i

The hospitals hotels and homes
are crowded with refugees, and the
people are vieltig with one ano'hei¬
lt» aiding the stricken.
Those who have expert knowledge

on the subject agree that the center
of the cataclysm was the strait of
Messina, which aiso is the center* ol
the volcanic zone, whose highest
peak. Etna, Is now silent From
Ih's base, the t> luric disturbance ex¬

tended, aLuting by little, northerly,
as far as Cape Vaticano and south¬
erly as far as the Hay of Catania, rav.

ging the western region of Clabriu
and the eastern coast of Sicily for a

distance of nearly 100 miles
Fair Region Destroyed.

It Is impossible accurate;, to as¬

certain the exact extent of the move¬
ment east and west in the Inland re¬

gions, bet it is certain that the
beauty of one of the most charming
sections of Southern Italy has been
Irrevocably destroyed.
Vim yards are no more; waving

rows of lemon, orange and olive
trees have been torn up. and the en¬

chanting coast line, with its soft ami
flagrant foliage, has been converted
into a hideous desert- ,

Reggio. whose gay %;oect set off
the severity of the mountains and
Falmi. lu rched jauntily amid orange
and olive trees, have become mere
blots on the horizon. I

Treasure Aboard Warship.
CATANIA. Dec. 30..The lat-st

news from Messina sets forth that
some progress is being made In tie-
work of succoring the wounded sur¬

vivors, but no attempt is beine made
to remove the wr> ckage.
The troops and sailors have been

oblige,] to shoot down robbers who
persisted In looting. |
The entire local treasury of the

Messina branch o;' the itank of Italy.'
some l2.rMifl.An» has been saved, and
is on lioard an Italian warship.

Rescuers Becoming Exhausted.
The rescuers at Messina, are rap-

Idly hecom'ng exhausted.
The Ares, have not yet I''en put

out. and 'here is no water with
which to combat the flames.
Many of ihe people still rctrse to

leave 'he ruins of their houses.
They cling to the site; of their

homes, crying out that their only
safety is In fidelity to the wrecks of
their houses.

Force often is necessary to get
them to ships in the harbor There
are large numbers in the suburbs of
Messina who will not conn- h.icK into
the city for fear of a recirrencc of
the shocks
A despatch received h-re from

IH-puty Felix a' Messina, ssys:
Hunger in V? sina

t "Organize a seautTroa of \ i>:untee'-a
for re«en«- wort,. Send us fund for
we are dying of hunger A number
..f the survivors are leaving today
fen Catania. Receive them with love
and fraternity It is the dutv of
every family in Catania to shelter a
family from Mess'ns."
Only t*o members of th- munici¬

pal council of Medina survived the
dirarter.
The bin» Jackets !-rJr th.- Rnsetsn

warships at M* sxina ha-w- ,,. rforsaed
-.a'orous service
They risked th-ir lives r cklcssly

»n the work of extricatlnc th. «-nun i-
ed

Hotpital« have h«v-n initir.tvl^etf in
the railroad station which < nertlsi
¦ stand ins. in ano-her l>"i; ling on
First of S» p eauber streit and nn
board the «tesmer MargbciBn, hat
they airesdy sre full
A roll caii of th-- v»n. regiment

of tnfantrv revesls tb- fuet that the
ori:ani7»in.ii has only t>n survivor*
A men nam< d Roher e the sole

survivor of hb> family ame ms1
from grtcf is Catsnia tnda, and com-
mi" fed rulclde

King a-« Queen Arrive.
CATANlA. Dec .1» King V>efo'

Kmminuet and Q e -i, Msfla* arrived
*t MesafjJJt today on banal the bat
ttenl.^bj^ttctrU Rutettrt-teij

mharv-d aadj
. rulnej city

«hat the

the kin- in conned ion with the work
of rescue Iiis majesty, however, lost
Mile time in listening to a recital
of distress. ,

II. joined a rescue party and la-
bored as unremittingly as the others
n- practically extricated several

Injured persons pinned under the
ru'tis.

Queen Succors Little Children.
Tie queeg quickly recovered her

courage and followed the example of
her husband., She devoted her atten-
tion principally' to the little children.
She ri sc-ied with her own hands

a litt!- boy s years old bleeding from
many cuts and wounds and herself
carried I;im to the dock, where she
handed h'm over to members of the
hospital corps.

At ill,- dock were many small boats
-em iü to take th> wounded out to
the shlpj In the harbor. Every
avi.ilal-e steamer in the port has
been lined up as a temiwrarv hospi¬
tal.

People wept from emotion when
th- y saw the king) and queen of
It ly r-ntne ashore.

Royal Presences Inspiring.
Tie- women threw klsseH to hei

majesty.
Iinth were pract'catly carried up

the pier in the arms of their sub¬
jects.
The presence of the king has acted

as :i general inspiration.
Even the wounded found fresh

Strength when they "learned his maj¬
esty had come among them.
An aged man. who had been ahan-i

done,| and rnder a beam that appar-
entlv had crushed out h's life, reviv¬
ed for a moment a' ihe shouts of
greeting to the royal pair. If*-
si retched o-it his hand and raised his
head long enoufh to call out: "Now
I can die happy. l<ong life to the!
klnir." He tin n fell back and ex-J
pi red.
Signor Orlando, the minister of jus-j

tic, who Is with the roval party, has
described the oatestropho in a tele-1,
mam to a friend as tue greatest dis-L
aster in the memory of man.
An overpowering stench is beein-j

nlng to arise from tlio ruins of Mes¬
sina.
Ten thousand sotd*ers will he re¬

quired to bury the dead there. It;
was burned today that General Colli]
lost his life at Messina,

Craft Reporte Observations.
MARSEILLES. Uer. .10..The Mes-

sageries Maratlmes Picket Orenque.
which arrived here from Alexandria,
today reports that at 3 o'clock Tues¬
day morning wh'Ie steaming thirtv
miles otitiide of Messina she experi¬
enced several formidable shocks. th9
passengers being greatly alarmed.
The steamer passed within 600!

feet of Messina anr1 saw the city j
iflame between drifting columns of
smoke.
The city at that thin was a vast

heap of ruins and there were no

signs of life.
More than .100 resets were adrift

and the sea was filled with wreck-1
age.

Consul's Ftmily Near Messina.
NORFOLK. VA.. Dec. 30..Vincen- j

zo C«ber, secretary of the Ital'an
consulate here, and Joe Mlano of
Portsmouth, ere both from Messina.
Sicily, one of the Italian cities tnat'
suffered so disastrously in the recent j
earthquake in Southern Italv.

Mr. Cabez's wile and family were

there end he has as yet been unable
to learn anything of the'r safety. His I
home was not directly in the city of
Messina, and he is hopeful that his
wife and children escaped.
He al >o has many other relatives

in Messina and feels that some must
have lost the'r lives.
He is much distressed.

Americans' Fortunate Escape.
NEW YORK. Dec 30..Had the dis

aster in Southern Italy occurred a

mi nth later, according to local mana¬

gers of Euroiiean tourist agencies, a

much greater number of Americans
and other foreigners must have

perished than doubtless has been the
case.

This would have been so. they
point out. because the season for
tourists in Sicily and Calabria is at
Its height in the latter part of Janu¬
ary and really does not begin unlit
after New Year's, either for Ameri¬
cans or Europeans.
One of the few direct cr*.ble mes¬

sages reaching this city from Messi¬
na since the earthquake was receiv¬

ed today by Giorgio W. Pelree, of
the New York office of the Sicilian-
American Steamship Company. oL
which his father is the president and
his uncle tg the vice-president in Mes-
slns.
The message, which had been seni

from Naples, resd:
"Messina entirely destroyed by

earthquake. <\ family safe "

Mr. Peirce I that the faatlv
home U not in Messina proper bat
c.ne mile away. However. It Is situ¬
ated "» the shor wherefore he pre¬
sumed that the tidal wave thst swept
Ihe city did no- <-xlend to that point
but was confined to t*-e ha'hc*.
Mr Petrce was of the opinion thst

the las« ef life in the shipping in tbOj
port must vej-, greatly have added
to the casualties

Americans "i Stricken City.
WASHINGTON. D C Dec 3*...<

Nlne'y Americans in a Messina hotel
was destroy, d snd Italians aad

'Americans o. -
^ In the enott

for information r. esrd'ng the ml**
ins. are reported in a cable to the
state department -odav front Ambas¬
sador Orincotn s' Rome.
Th» Ambassador »Med that h-

I has raaatvedj rn »n-j from the Ann r

Iran consuls a- ddantng and Palermo
He has a»k*J lb- foreign, o4Sr» for

infortaattaw end 'hat >uft». he ad-
\lres. will its.^fcj^sajjt.Hort throne'*

td obta'n iir

Soda Crackers that crackle aa good
Crackers should

Uneeda Biscuij
With meals.for meals.between me

In dust tight.
* moisturt proof packages.

JV*e*r sold in bulk.

NATIONAL BISCUIT COMP;

that !i<> Americans were in the TVn-
aeata hotel at Messina, which is «said
to be totally destroy* d.

It is known, however, that some

of the guests escaped.
The fort ign ottire reported tha*

several foreign nations arc hurrying
"warships to the scene to offer sssiit-
ance.
The ambassador has despatched

consular officers In the quest for in¬
formation.

Government is Active.

Every effort is being made by the
state department to obtain news of
American citizens who were in the
earthquake zone in Italy, and whose
fate has caused their friends much
uneasiness and an appeal to the de¬
partment to help locate them.
Ambassador Oriscom was directed

to cable promptly any- information
ol'.ainabie regarüing the missing peo
pie and to send some of the Amer¬
ican vice consuls in Italy to the
scene of distress to r( nuer whatever
aid uo?''b'e.

Effo-ts also are being made to

keep In communication with Deputy
Consul I .up on a; Messina, to the end
th.it prompt advices may reach here
regarding any Americans in trouble
there.

Will Make News Public.
The state department announced

that it will make public promptlv to
the press any information received
from its officials in *l'alv. so that
news from there will reach those im¬

mediately interested at the first pos¬
sible moment
Tht department's information 's

that the winter tourist season has
not yet be-aan in Sicily. ,

The iinprcsden among officials is
that those Americans who were in
the earthquake zone !n that island
were mainly- al Taormina. '

Many inquiries came to the depart¬
ment regarding friends believed to be
in the earthquake region.
Those inquire.; about included the

following: Mrs. Mir* ha C. Kitt ridge,
her two daughters Ethe; and Clariss.
and Miss Margaret Mendel! all of

Brockline. M'ss. and oil of whom arp
believed to .have be< n at Taormina.
MUs Blanche Kain. of Philadelphia,
whose probable whereabout* in the
disturbed district are not stated, and
David Sessums bishop of I»uisiana
who. it is said. :t the department, is
bePeved to !.. at Messina.

MaU and
Phone Orden

Promptly
Filled.

2707- 2709 WASHINGTON. AVeia
WPOBT HCWS.VA- I

Women's $25 Mannish Tailore!
.:. $16 95

In this lot there are stylish suits made of the very bl
terials such as herringbone, serge, plain and fancy worsteds,
iots and broadcloth in catawba. smoke taupe, gre n, blue and
models are the latest hiple.-s and semi-fitting coats, with coal
largs, large pockets, skirts are Bared with folds, actual $2j TaiJ
suits for .

CAR FARE REFUNDED TO ALL CUSTOMERS WHO PUTS
ASE $5.00 OR OVER FROM HAMPTON. PHOEBUS. A4

OLD POINT.

French Dry

MlXTON&PARKrl

4
SPECIAL SALES!

Morris Chairs
Rocking Chairs
Ladies' Desks

Room Rugs 1 Drugget* |
10 per cent, frcm the c»sh

prices when sola for cash; 10
per cent, from the time prices
prices when sold on time.

Thea* prices hold pood during
our stocktaking time say. 10

days.
Any one of above-named ar¬

ticle* wx d be s substantial

and suitable New Year gift.

N1XT0N« PARKER
212 Twenty eighth Street
Agency tar Hate Sectional

Cleaning
Having added a French Dry Clean¬

ing Department to our equipment we

are prepared to handle the moat deli¬
cate fibres, silk waists, dressed and
undressed gloves, as well as cleaning
and pressing ladies' and gentlemen's
suits.

If you wisn strictly high-claaa work
on short notice, and at a reasonable
price, give us a trial.

Both 'Phones 10,

Hotel Warwick

Laundry
119 24th St. Newport News

i cord Pino W<
icord Mixed W<
i cord Oak W<

No extra charge for]
Ail coal well screened

dor sheds, both wood
delivered perfectly dry.

Distilled lei
iSSth SX and C. al

The shining h«ad of Father Time
but *-rv«-s to remind as that physical
powers will dersy. W» have srMfl-
c:a| aid for the preservation of but

one organ or the human svvem.

SKJHT. the most »recious of a!!
sense*, spectacles «V a nuisance in
son, ways, yil i' Is scarcely possi-
1»le to estimate their true value, or

imagine our condition without them.

HULL. * HULL.
Optical Parlors. lit I««h S>

j Sk &'^&i
"On

your steak
a nicety t?|
placed orer
Sre you win
latest stela
p!!*d with

Sn^arSSS&^i
48~~Ä9

pipes A«l
km at this
Par prtsBBj

Ketpirt


